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Att. No. 1 A two-page report including a sketch on an emergency airfield

about four kilometers south-southwest of Sakiai, Lithuanian

SSR, which was observed prior to May 1957. Very little activity,
had about four PO-2 /MULE/ aircraft, but no runweys. Hada
TOKEN and radio equipment.

Att.No. 2 Prior to December l958,there was a SAF bombing range northwest
of Polessk. Bombing was conducted primarily against a sunken
steamer, while firing with "especially loud explosions" was
carried out against both seaborne and land targets.

Att. No. 3 Prior to July 1958 belonged to a SAF unit stationed
at Bitkunai. This unit,which had some four-engined 50X1-HUM
conventional aircraft’ was commanded by a Colomel Semenov
(fnu, pnu). .

Att. No. k& In the fall of 1956 construction started at the ICLaipeda/East

airfield. In December 1958 only about 7O to 100 civilian

laborers and 30 caterpillars were employed in the construction
project. Completion was scheduled for late 1959. Between

spring 1957 and December 1958 a new track was laid between

Rimkai - and. Gargzdial, by a military construction battalion,

but no spur was laid to the airfield. 50X1-HUM
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50X1-HUM
A¥t. No. 5 Brief comments covering the period 1955 to 1958 on .an emergency
-airfield southeast of Riga, which was sodded and apparently.used
for sgricultural purposes; hearsay knowledge relative to the
"Kyadrats" aiffield /possibly Riga/Skirotava/, airfield rear
Salduss a ‘temporary Bodded airfield sowtheest of Kuldigs used by
PO-2(?) aireraft for agricultural purposes and a military airfield

southeast of Tukums. | | flights of jet
aircraft over Rigs in 1958, which had a poimted end resembling 20X 1-HUM
a pike, estimated to be from.one-fourth to.one-

third the length .of the fuselage. An advanced SAF school wag
‘locat€d in Riga near the Bports stadium for pilets trained 50X1-HUM
in conventional aircraft to allow them to qualify for Jets.

‘ ‘tvhere was algo training with guided missiles
at this school. 50X1-HUM

Atts.6 and 7 A February 1959 observation of two airfields,  one south -of,
| the other southeast of Riga. Also the sighting -of what appears
%0 be rove of landing approach lights near Sigulda. The two

airfield near Riga mre believed to be Riga/West and Riga/@ETFotava.
ny fresh caterpillar tracks in an T:ea—
- morthwest of Riga, and| in Moscow on 19 February 1959 l

an AN-10. eireraft. ‘ 50X1-HUM
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rrior to fay 1907, a grass-goverod alirfield, about 2,000 z 1,000 neters,
was obscrved east of the Sakiai (5457 17/2303 B) - Sintautai (5403 17/2500 E)
road, about 4 Im southesouthwest of Sakiai, 2 to 3 kn west of Adwerny
villuge, Jaltic (. The airfield (5455 7/2302 &) wos not continuongly
occupieds vp Yo 4 aireralt were obscrved ot the aizficld, nostly Pl-2s,
occaslonally also small helicopters. Lithle air activity was conducted.
The 5G to 86 soldicrs stobtioned =t she airfield wvore arny wniforns and
belonged to Launas (5453 1/2353 B) vost.

o runways nor taxiwaye were available. ZUeitheor feuce ner solid

ins .allations for oir activiiy were obsczved. There were only 4 ¢

brick buildings used as quarters in tho herthenstorn cornor of
airficlde & madio stob on with two trellis masts comected by an
antenna and a Token were observed of the airfield.

Comnent. Sakiail energency oisffisld i wviously in conmection with
the par.chute troop at Javnas.

For skeleh of Sakiai airfield with legend on ditte, see fmnex. SO0X1-HUM

LITIAL
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Sakiai

§g\q_‘m, \‘_‘W\er%mr\i_%_

PRS0,

. 1 - emergency airfield
Slnta u ’e‘. 2 - radle station, twe transnitting nasts
43- xt':dar set, Token on an artificial hill
= troop quarters, 4 sriall houses (6 0
5 - elmtric line ’ (6x10m)
6 - small iron-foundry "Metallelegigla, Nauyaneite"
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Prior to December 1958, a firing and bombing range of the Soviet Air :
Force was locuted northwest of Lobiag («=Polessk, 5452 N/2107 E)y Baltic g
ites eastern and western borders, regpectively, were about 5 ko and about

15 km west of the nouth of the Deine River. The bloeked avca extended

about 6 kn into the Kurishes Iaff, Fisher boats sailed just along the ¢coast,
Within the bloeked arca there vwere aireraft flying in nodercte altitudes
and dropping bombs on a sunken steaner, the deck superstructures of which
still proteuded fron the water. dlreraft Tiring with especially loud

explosions was condusted at targets which wore eithor in the water or on the
land,

COIFTE S7TAT

50X1-HUM
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1. Prior to July 1958, the Soviet flying unit stationed Sydtkmhnen '
(5439 ¥ « 2243 E) airfield Baltic lieDe wore 50X1-HUM
light bLlue service colors Light to tem aiferaft including four-
engine propeller planes were parked at the airfield.
2« The following officers with phonmetic spelling were known at
Eydtkuhnen airfield:
Coloncl Senmyonof commander, | | S0X1-HUM

3 larc stars, 20 mm in diaceter,
and 2 stripes, 4 or S5-mm wide.

Captain Jadulin adndnistrator of storchouse cnd
clothing derot

Captain Soirnof

L 8001l stars and 1 1ligut blue  50X1-HUM
stripe. :

First Lieutenant Yernachkov
First Licutenant Ronmanlkov
First Lieutenant Vasilchenlzo

nt An air teehnical school of t e Soviet Air Foree 50X1-HUM
s assaned to e stationed at Zydth:uhnen atrfielde
COITID:NTIAL

‘ 50X1-HUM
L 11 [ 1 [ [ [ 1 L1 I
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In tie fell of 1956, construction work started at Klaipeda-Bast (55 43 1/
21 10 B) airfield uiich was located at the northern side of the Kleipeda-
Garpzdet (55 42 7i/01 24 B) road and about 10 kn east of Klaipeda Daltie iD,
The airfield wes cbout 4 x 2 lm large. Prior to December 1958, only 70 to
1CC civil workers were enployed thers. It was provided for 1959 to inereese
the nuaber of woiiiers. Se far, only drainage and levelling work was observed
at the field wherc & ruway was planned to be built. In December 1953, 30
Leavy levelling coterpillars were enployed. The construction work was
sciedtlud to be cenpleted in late 1959. The airfield was very often inspected
by -Covict air cofficers. Tetween the spring of 1957 and December 1958 a track
wzs laid frou Yarlsterg, southeast of Klaipeda, to Gargzdal by a Soviet
construcetion battalion, but a side treel: to the airfield was not yet
constructed.

Drzine;e work could be observed south of the airfield in the Dauperner HMoor
According to uncorfirmed infort:ation, a fuel dump is to be combtructed there
for Klaipeda-bast cirficld (2).

50X1-HUM

Corment, ‘

Tie airficld will presusably be reaqy for operation

in 196C,

COIFIDE. TIAL
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SUBJECT Sovlet Airfields in Latvia DATE DISTR. 50X1-HUM
NO. PAGES 4
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50X1-HUM
Emergency Airfield Southeast of Riga
1.
| At Salasplis (approx. N 56-51, B 24-20) |
an airfield locateu between the Riga-Koknese highway and the Daugava 50X1-HUM
River.® [ Jthis airfield| |one of the small ones used for
civilian purposes, mainly for crop dusting and for sowing fields. The 50X1-HUM
airfield diu not have any runways; its surface was covered by grass.
Two small civilian~-type one-engine airplanes could be seen on the air-
fiela.l
Soviet Military Airfield at Skirotava ..50X1-HUM
e —_
2.

| called [ |the Kvadrats airfield, because it was located
near the Sarkanais Kvadrats rubber factory.

Soviet Airfield near Saldus

50X1-HUM

a‘-/\\\ - \7
/
| |

|

/ the
airfield, like the cement factory, might be located northeast of Saldus.

50X1-HUM

STATE [ l ARMY l ] NAVY I , AIR ! l | | I
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S

Emergency Airfield Southeast of Kuldiga S 50X1-HUM
4, ‘a temporary airfield sour'théast of Kuldiga (N“56558,

E 21-59) during the first years after World War II; it was not usegL1

\ The airfield was like that at Salaspils described in
paragraph 1 above, and consisted of a level meadow beside the Kuldiga
radio station, which is located five kilometers south of Kuldiga and 50X1-HUM
stands between the Venta River and the highway linking Kuldiga and

Skrunds (N 56-40, E 22-01). during the first years
after World War II this airfIeld was used by crop-sowing and crop-
dusting civilian airplanes called kukur'uzhniki_6 S 50X1-HUM

Soviet Military Airfield Southeast of Tukums -

50X1-HUM

Cn the way between
Tukums and Kemeri (N 56-57, E 25-29)] a straight line
of red lights set on top of triangular black-and-white striped
markers such as are used to indicate the direction of an airfield
runway. This line of lights and markers was 10 to 12 kilometers from o
Tukums, north of the Tukums-Kemeri highway. The row of lights ran 50X1-HUM
at an angle of about 45 degrees from the highway, i.e., almost in BRIy
the direction of Tukums. The beginning of the row of lights was about

one kilometer east of the military barracks \ \were
connected with this airfield.2 The military barracks area was the
largest one seen in Kurzeme distriect. It was impossible

to estimate tThe length of the line of lights and markers because it 50X1 ‘HUM1
. disappeared in the distance. The lights were mounted on wooden poles

about a meter shorter than telephone poles. The arrangement and

dimensions of markers and poles is indicated in theI:| sketeh:

50X1-HUM
SKETCH OF LIGHT AND MARKER
) 50X1-HUM
H i
s 7 ik

AFRROR® 7 s

VI e

| Tiipens fsy B

R AP Dy e
50X1-HUM
Other Airfields

6. ‘there must be civil airfields at L.’Lepa‘jaj (¥ 56-35, !

E 21-01), Ventspils (N 57-24, 21-34), and Daugavpils (N S5-52,

E 20-32) because there were official announcements of regular flights
between Riga and these cities| o Loeoiar flih 50X1-HUM
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- men in Ventspils. the Soviets started to construet °0X1-HUM
a large military.airtield near & 4
1951;

Air Traffic

oo | }in Riga| | | 50X1-HUM
« ) a great deal of air traffic, especially at the hour of sunset and 1
ﬁwould pass over

sunrise.- Ll_t_d
a point. ' Iocated about 600 meters southwest of the railroad Station
Tornakalns in the Pardaugava suburb, usually followed by ancther flight
a half hour later. The route of these planeés was almost a straight line
bétween this point and the Popov radio plant located on the left- bank -

of” the Daugava Rivér; about 1.5 kilometers to the northeast. The air-

craft flew this. route in both diregtionf | 50X1-HUM]|

|" Most of theése were jet planes.

They flew so high| = [seldom could hear the) sound of thei ]
engines and-was unable to identifv the 50X1-HUM

these sounds
appeared to originate far away from the city. Some of these aireraft
had a _pointed end resembling a pik | this !
pike formed about one-fourth or one third of the fuselage. S0X1-HUM

e

"~ Two Small Hydroplanes on the Venta River South ‘of Ventspils *

| . ) 50X1-HUM |
8. ‘ o ‘the Venta RiverWr the former Varve

Manor (N 57-19, E.21-34) south of Ventspils| _ [observed  two small

hydroplanes resting on the water near the bank of the piver. Thére was

‘a small shack, about two meters high, and a’ plankway at-thls place ‘on

the left bank of the river; a searchlight was mounted on the roof of .

this shack. Several Soviet border guards ( pogranichniki) were. strolling

around in the park of Varve Manor. - . e

Advanced School for Air Force Pilots in Riga o i . 50X1-HUM

9. There is an advanced school for Air Force pllots (vysshiy 1€tnaya
shkola inRiga in the building of the
former ar School across from the sports stadium; the school
is located on Krisjana'Barona Street between Tallinas and Pervanas
Streets. In the.garden of this school a new indoors swimming pool was
Under construction in fall 1958; at that time the brick walls were

up to the second story  but the roof had not yet been constructed. 50X1 -HUM

10. ‘

| this school is intended for training Soviet Air 50X1-HUM 1
Force pilots already qualified in reciprocating-engine es so

thay they can qualify for Jet planes. there was ]
also training in guided mizudiles, and he thought that the field of guided
missiles was subordinated to the Soviét Air Force. *

[ - ’ L -
1. Com‘mentyﬁinformation does not agree/ii
n Riga/Salaspils airfield.. As early as 1953
jRiga/Sa.laspils airfield had a runway and
was used for training jet pilots of the Soviet Air Force. -

v 2. [ Comment: .eonfirmed the existence of a large

military airfield a ;

CONFIDENTIAL

50X1-HUM
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NOFORN

5l |comment: It is not clear to which of the two known air- 20X 1-HUM

fields in‘the vleinity of Liepaja may be referring. 50X1-HUM
Both of them have previously been reported as used by the )

Soviet'. Air Force and the Soviet Naval Air Force but not as civil
alrfields.

4, Comment:

50X1-HUM

|Jet aireraft cannot use Spilve airfield in
Pardaugava suburb in the northwest part of Riga, because the
runways there are too short for jet planes. This was confirmed

50X1-HUM

CONEIDENTIAL

50X1-HUM
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This material contains information affectin,
18, U.S.C. Secs, 793 and 794, the tran

COUNTRY USSR
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SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.

l. Two airfields, located in relation to Riga as shown on sketch 1,
were obsgrved‘ south of the civilian airfieldr in Riga.

8. The westernmost of these two airfields (2) had a runway with -
orientation‘approximately due north-south about 1,700 to 1,800
meters long; the surface was presumably concrete covered with
& thin layer of asphalt. The southern end of the runway 50X1-HUM
ad jolned a wood in which a lane approximately 2,000 meters
long had been cleared as an extension of the runway.|

/ this 'was only an approach clearance in the woods (see |
sketch 2). It was not possible| to observe dis-

ersals, taxiways, control tower facilities, or sircraft ~n
the airfiera, Vo’ ’ ’ 50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM
b. The easternmost of the two airfields (b) had a runway orienta-

tion of 300 degrees; the surface appeared rather dark. It was
not possible |

to observe dispersals, ta or
&Mhim—ﬁ%

2. a row of red lights that resembled approach lights 50X1-HUM
northeast of Sigulda and southwest of Cesis at the location indi-
cated on sketch 3.

I oo

T 1t 1s a runway, its orientation must be as shown
on sketech 3,

c@mm Tl L 50X1-HUM
50X1-HUM

STATE , I ARMY l I NAVY ' | AlR , IFBI I lAEC I I l ' |
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SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.

\ . | the surface of the runways at both airfields clearly
was concrete. ‘ : o 50X1-HUM

2. The airfield southwest of Riga had a taxiway system west of the
' runway. |

|it was very similar to the NATO standard with‘one
main taxiway parallel to the runway and a number of connecting
taxiways between them. The southern end of ‘the runway adjolned &
wood, part of which had been cleared as an extension of the runway.

' This cleared section did not seem to be surfaced with conerete.

\ la red light beacon transmit the
signal LR at a position corresponding to the location of thilssoxq1_HuM

alrfield. 50X1-HUM

3., The alrfield southeast of Riga had a taxiway system corresponding
—tn that deseribed above. but located to the east of the runway.
not rule out the pos-~
sibility that there also were taxiways west of the runway. A red

light beacon at the position of this airfield transmitted the

; signal DK. 50X1-HUM
Iy lone AN-10,
at Vnukovo airfield on 19 Pebruary 1959, |
this type of aireraft in the

northeastern part of the airfield near some workshops in the vici-
nity of the meteorological building, |
‘they were having dirficulties with the

~10 type, presumably aerodynamic difficultles in take-offs and
landings. e i 5‘% ¥ 50X1-HUM

h »i. ‘_‘:.’:.f :

iy
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many fresh tracks from caterpillar vehicles in

an ares northeast of Riga (see sketch below).
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